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sectarian with a conscience clause, as it is called; the Bible
cannot be read in a Protestant school; in a Catholic school
there can be no Catholic emblem. The immense majority of
the Irish people will never approve of this state of things at
heart, though it has found favour in the sight of Presbyterian
Ireland1.
O'Connell's attitude to the Ministry of Lord Grey had been
repeatedly one of fierce hostility; and this had contributed,
with other causes, to retard the march of reforms in Ireland.
The situation had changed when Lord Melbourne came into
office (1835); his Government was weak in England and Scot-
land; but O'ConnelPs following, known as his "Tail," had grown
into very large proportions; and the Minister sought the great
Irishman's support. A compact angrily denounced at the
time, but hardly to be condemned by History, was made
between the Whigs and O'Connell; its terms were of most
marked significance. The Government placed the lion's share
of Irish patronage in O'Council's hands, and undertook to
further Irish reforms; O'Connell in turn gave them the
numerous votes at his command, and formally abandoned the
demand for Repeal, a circumstance that must be borne in mind
in considering his conduct as respects the Union. The period
that followed was, on the whole, one of just and enlightened
rule in Ireland, and of legislation on the side of progress, if
trlis was somewhat feeble, and not marked by peculiar insight.
O'Connell did not abuse his trust; the appointments he prac-
tically made were nearly always good, especially his appoint-
ments to places at the Bar; he gave proof of discernment, fair
play, and a sincere regard for the maintenance of the just
1 Burke, the deepest of political thinkers, especially on Irish affairs, has
over and over again insisted that education la Ireland should be, above all
-things, religious. He would have condemned the principle of the National
system. Ireland, as a whole, would wish Primary Education to be what is
called Denominational.
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